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We sent a crew to MPGN to help with an ongoing invasive fish removal project. 
The mission of the project is to reduce, and eventually eliminate invasive brook 
trout and rainbow trout from Cooney Creek.



Based on my observations, there are far fewer columbia spotted 
frogs now than there were ten years ago.  I was delighted to see a 
handful of frogs while we conducted our fish surveys.



We returned to Mount Baldy for the ninth year of knapweed seedhead removal.  We 
observed less knapweed, though the plants that remained were more robust this year (all 
plants benefited from mild spring temperatures and moist growing conditions).    



We expanded our knapweed seed head removal project to a new location this summer.  
We will test the success of this eradication strategy on the slope NE of the Guest House.  



Mullein also benefited from the perfect 
spring weather.  We applied herbicide 
to the largest and most visible patches.



Corkscrew-like mountain mahogany seeds clung to their branches with hopes that a large 
summer breeze would carry them off to their new home.  



We stepped in and collected several thousand mahogany seeds before the winds 
dispersed them.  We will propagate our bounty and sow the seedlings next spring.  



A wonderful group of JUMP guests visited in July and constructed two buck and rail 
fences.  The new exclosures will protect our transplanted snowberry clusters.



A black bear traveled through the Clubhouse Floodplain and raided every birdfeeder.  This 
is the first bear that has ever done this on the ranch.  To prevent future conflicts, we 
removed most birdfeeders and e-fenced a select few that were part of an ongoing 
hummingbird study.



We had a local rancher bale the hay in the 
South Center Pivot.  Later this fall we will 
enrich degraded soils with the smaller square 
bales.  



A porcupette made the Orchard House orchard its new all-you-can-eat buffet lounge.  
Over time, its likely that the large rodent would have caused significant damage to 
the fruit trees. I decided to relocate it to a dense cottonwood grove near the river.



A sow grizzly bear and its two young swam in the Clubhouse Pond!


