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Many trees and shrubs that were planted a decade ago now compete with adjacent 
plantings. If we continue to let the plants grow into one another, they will continue to 
fight for sunlight, water and nutrients; this may decrease their rate of growth.  To prevent 
stunted trees, we will thin in certain areas.



We will favor the drought tolerant species in preparation for drier conditions in the 
future. In the hedge row along the North Center Pivot, all mountain mahogany have been 
given a four-foot buffer of space.



Clearfield sunflowers were planted in the food plot this spring. In the next couple 
of weeks, sunflower seeds will ripen and feed wildlife far and wide.



A few years ago, we planted less than 100 yucca plants to see how they 
would grow.  They flourished.  The plant in this photo is the first yucca to 
flower on the ranch.



This downy woodpecker flitted 
from mullein to mullein and 
picked small bugs from the 
seedheads.  In the winter, 
woodpeckers will take advantage 
of grubs within the stalk.



This fall, we have been on the lookout for pregnant mantises.  When we spot one, we 
collect it, place it in a terrarium, and wait for it to lay eggs.  A  study will be done with 
the young that hatch from these eggs. 



On August 24th, this foal was born near the South Center Pivot.  Over the last month, it 
has gained confidence and now sprints with reckless abandon around the pivot. 



A flock of American white pelicans spent the night on the bank of the Clubhouse 
Floodplain.  This is the first time I’ve seen them on the Bitterroot River, though they are a 
common sight at nearby Lee Metcalf Wildlife Refuge.



A ranch vehicle sparked a 2-acre grass fire.  Jesse, Gus, Michael and few locals 
were quick to respond and put out the blaze before it grew too large.  We were 
fortunate that winds were calm and vegetation was thin.  



We see thousands of pictures of deer and elk on the cameras every year.  This is the first 
one-eyed deer I recall seeing.  I’m shocked that deer don’t lose eyes more often when 
they engage in battle.



Grizzlies triggered the Woodchuck Junction camera 8 days after 
a mother and cubs triggered the Clubhouse Pond camera.  We 
assume they are the same bears.
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This non-typical mule deer visited for a night (9/6/22) and left. We have not seen him since.



This mature male California quail and juvenile red shafted flicker perched together on a 
buck and rail fence.  When the flicker decided to hop along, the quail followed.  They 
played this game for at least 10 minutes while I watched.  William saw a similar 
interaction between the same two birds later in the week.


